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tices of the conspirators through their Washington corre-
spondents for a year past to send out statements in regard
to the President, wholly unfounded, and there have been
many, I doubt not, caught by this device. Not having
fixed opinions themselves, they have been influenced by
these specious contrivances and committed against their
convictions.

December 28, Friday. Seward sends me a dispatch from
Minister Hovey at Lima, with correspondence relative to
courtesies and discourtesies between our naval officers and
Tucker,1 wishing my suggestions. The Peruvian Govern-
ment propose to leave to arbitration. Wrote him we could
not arbitrate; that the Peruvian Government probably
meant no offense, but it was no less an offense to make an
unpardoned Rebel of the United States a high official in
that Government, and our officers, especially his seniors
and superiors in our service, could hold no intercourse,
public or private, with him; certainly could not recognize
him, their former inferior, as in a higher position than
themselves.

The President, after special business of the Departments
was disposed of to-day, alluded to the extraordinary move-
ments in Congress and elsewhere, proposing measures
gravely affecting the Government, especially the subject of
attempting to change the character and status of some of
the States. He wished the Cabinet to consider well the sub-
ject, and he trusted we should have united action. Every
member expressed himself opposed to the schemes of terri-
torializing the States, except Stanton, who held down his
head and said nothing.

December 29, Saturday. Senator Dixon called and had
half an hour's political conversation. He is a good deal

1 John R. Tucker, formerly a Commander in our Navy, who joined the
Secessionists and after the War went to Peru, where he was placed in com-
mand of the Peruvian Navy with the rank of rear-admiral.